To: Plenys, Thomas|Plenys Thomas@epa.gov]

From: Sysum, Scott

Sent: Tue 11/29/2016 6:25:34 PM

Subject: RE: California Environmental Law & Policy Update - November 18, 2018

Offshore Fracking- iligation-PR 2016 11 11-1 pdl

Vit

Scott Sysum

National Older Worker Career Center
Energy Specialist

U.S EPA Region IX

Environmental Review Section (ENF-4-2)
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

voice 415972 3742 fax-415-947-3562
Email: svsum scollibeps ooy

From: Plenys, Thomas

Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 10:05 AM

To: Sysum, Scott <Sysum Scott@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: California Environmental Law & Policy Update - November 18, 2016

Interesting, thanks for finding this Scott

From: Sysum, Scott

Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 9:31:23 AM

To: Ardillo, Anne, Gerdes, Jason; McPherson, Ann; Plenys, Thomas

Subject: FW. California Environmental Law & Policy Update - November 18, 2016
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Groups sue over offshore hydraulic fracturing

Ventura County Star - Novemmber 16

The Environmental Defense Center and S5anta Barbara Channelkeeper filed a lawsuit in
federal court in Los Angeles this week to prohibit offshore drilling practices in the Santa
Barbara Channel arguing that federal agencies did not comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act and Endangered Species Act in their analysis and approvals In
May, the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement and Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management released an environmental review of hydraulic fracturing and other well
stimulation treatments at 23 oll and gas platforms off California's coast. Their analysis found
no significant environmental impacts. The environmental groups, however, allege the review
Wes inadeduate in examining poiential mpacts to waer and ol quality and aboul two dozen
threatened or endangered species, including whales, otters, birds, and fish.

vit

Scott Sysum

National Older Worker Career Center
Energy Specialist

U8 EPA Region IX

Environmental Review Section (ENF-4.-2)
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

voice-415-972-3740 fax 4159473562
Emall sysum scoll@ena uoy

From: Allen Matkins News [mailto.news@allenmatkins. com]
Sent: Friday, November 18, 2016 3:31 PM

To: Sysum, Scott <Sysum Scott@epa gov>
Subject: California Environmental Law & Policy Update - November 18, 2016
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FOCUS

BP to pay $14 million in
settlement over gas storage
tanks

San Jose Mercury News - November 17

The BP oil company has agreed to pay $14 million
to settle California prosecutors allegations of
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viniations In oberaling and maintaining
underground fuel tanks at 780 gas stations around
the state over the past 10 years Siate Attorney
General Kamala Harris and prosecutors from
Alameda, San Diego, and eight other California
counties announced the civil settlement with BF
on Thutscay Under the settlemen: which still
needs final approval from the Alameda County
Superior Court, BP officials agree to make the
setlement bayvmenis wWithou! admitling to
violations.

Another step in long march
toward California water deal
in Congress

McClatchyDC - November 16

The House Matral Resources Comnmities on
Wednesday approved a major irrigation drainage
deal with California s politically potent Westlands
Waier District 2 Bhode lsland-sized dislricl in the
San Joaguin Valley. The bill would forgive a
roughly $375 million debt owed by Westlands and
secule iavoigble new waler conlracts for the
cistiict Inreturn the disttict would relire 100 000
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of its 800,000 acres and relieve the federal
government of its obligation to build a potentially
multibillion-doliar irrigation drainage system. As
part ol ihe ceal Wesiande would assume
responsibility for providing the irrigation drainage.

L.A. school district urges
shut down of gas wells near
Porter Ranch

Los Angeles Daily News - November 15

Aler teslimony by Porier Banch parente, children
and etivironmental aciivists the Los Angeles
Unified School District (LAUSD) governing board
voted on 1uesday to ask that the state Division of
Oll Gae ang Geothernal Besources the Public
Utilities Commission, and Governor Jerry Brown
decommission the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility,
4 5000-acre gas leld benealh e hills north of
Porter Ranch. LAUSD will also request that the
Los Angeles Dopariment of Water and Power not
burn diesel, a source of poliution, at its Sun Valley
and Wilmington power plants to replace any
tesulling shortage ol nalral gas The Aliso
Canyon gas leak released more than 100,000
metric tons of methane into the air from October
2015 through February, forcing the relocation of
8400 lamilies and two Poiler Ranch elemeniary
schopls
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Groups sue over offshore
hydraulic fracturing

Ventura County Star - November 16

The Environmental Defense Center and Santa
Barbara Channelkeeper filed a lawsuit in federal
court in Los Angeles this week to pronibit offshore
drilling practices In the Santa Barbara Channel
arguing that federal agencies did not comply with
the Mahonal Envitonimental Policy Act ang
Endangered Species Act in their analysis and
approvals. In May, the Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement and Bureau of Ocean
Energy Manegement teleased an enviioiimental
review of hyaradlic fraciuling and oiher well
stimulation treatments at 23 oil and gas platforms
off California'’s coast. Thelr analysis found no
significant environmental impacts The
envitonmenial grouns however alege the teview
wae inadegiaie o examining polential impacts o
water and air quality and aboul two dozen
thieglened or endangeted species Inciuding
whales oiters birge and fish

President Obama rescinds
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Arctic offshore drilling
proposal

The Hill - November 18

President Obama has rescinded a proposal o
allow new ol and natuial 0as aiiling o the Arciic
Ocean as part of a five-year plan for leasing
teleased op Briday. taking drilling rights soles off
the table thiough 2000 The Inlefior Depoilinent
had previously piobosed imied driting ridhis
sales (o the Beaufort and Chukchi seas north of
Alaska, where there has never been oll and
natural gas production from traditional mobile
drilling rigs. 1he decision all but bans Arclic
dolling for tha time petiod . since ol combaties
have let almost all of thelr leases in the Arclic
expire or have surtendered them. Subject to a
long regulatory process, President-elect Donald
Toump codle seel o amend the Bve-year dilling
plan to add more sales Because the plan is being
relecsed late 10 Precident Obamas ime inofiice,
concressional Bepublicans could 1y legisistively
0 overiur the olan or open the Arctic or Adantic
to drilling.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
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ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
SERVICES
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Allen Matkins’' Environmental Law Group assists
clients on matters relating to:

ALLILILL LT Regulatory compliance and
permitting

ALLILILL L] contaminated sites and Superfund

ALILILILLE | Environmental impact analysis
(CEQA and NEPA)

AL Natural resources
LWL ] Water rights/water supply

A LN climate change and sustainable
development

AL ILILILLE )| Environmental risk management

AL LT L] Environmental enforcement and
litigation

ALULILLLEL]Legislative advocacy

AUENILI L e

ACHIEVEMENTS
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Allen Matkins has one of California’'s best
Envitonmental practices (2010-2015)
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